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Hello Friends, 
x> here's how to make sure 
} you don't miss any copies 
SP \\_ of Farthing Wood Friends! 
GETTING YOUR COPIES 


Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 
PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 
telephone 01424 755755. 
You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 
card. \ 
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IF you haven't got pont pANt 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after 
that. Each part with a video 
costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover price 
x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 parts 
$47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth part). 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
The animals come up with 

a plan to rescue Plucky 

but Whistler’s not too 
happy about it. 
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us two mysterious animal 
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that build huge nests 
weighing up to 50kg. 


Fox investigates a housing 

dispute between Elf owls 

and woodpeckers. 
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DISCOVERING NATURE Measly is trying to teach 
Make a snake pit and scare Cleo and Fido all about 
your friends! numbers. 
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“Where are we going to sleep tonight?” 
moaned Fido. “Where indeed!” agreed 
Weasel. “Measly twerp,” she shouted back 
to Measly, who looked forlorn. 


Outside White Deer Park, the weasel family 
were still looking for shelter. The twins were 
very tired, so Measly carried Cleo, while 
Fido dragged along behind. 


Measly went to check out the burrow and 
luckily found it empty. “Right, you guard the 
twins, twerp, while I find a decent meal,” 
snarled Weasel. 


Measly spotted a burrow, “Look here’s a 
place,” he said, excitedly. “How do you know 
it’s empty?” asked Weasel, “there might be 
anything in there!” 


They hadn’t been there long when the 
owner of the burrow came back — a big, 
nasty-looking wildcat. “Look, Cleo, a cat,” 
said Fido, the first to spot it. “Meeouw,” 
said Cleo, shyly. 


“Weasel, you are coming back?” Measly 
shouted after her. “I love you!” he called. 
He took the twins by the hand and led 
them into the burrow to rest. 


“Meeouw to you, too,” replied the wildcat, The wildcat yowled loudly, waking Measly . “T’'m coming,” woofed Rollo, as he launched After all the excitement, Rollo fetched a 


“but I’m not just a cat, ’m a wildcat. with a start. He sat, shivering with fright. himself head first into the burrow. The cat bowl of food. “Mmm, Rollo, you really are 
Wild as a storm that rips up trees by “I’ve been out hunting since dawn, but I | panicked and ran out of the second entrance, a splendiferous weaseldog,” said Weasel, 
the roots, I am.” didn’t expect to find a snack and two morsels i off into the night. tucking in. 


waiting for me when I got home.” 


“You can’t eat us,” trembled Measly, “it’s not Measly waved his hands in the air and After the meal, they all sat down together. Cleo asked Weasel to sing a song but before 
fair.” “Law of the jungle,” replied the wildcat. dida little dance, but the wildcat was not “I feel very happy,” said Measly, contented. she could begin, Weasel looked over to where 
“Look I tell you what, keep me amused and amused. Just at that moment, they heard “’ve got my gorgeous wife here and my two Fido was standing frozen ; 
I may not eat you until I get bored,” she some terrible singing coming from outside lovely children.” to the spot. The wildcat 


suggested. the burrow. was back and she’d 
brought along a 
couple of friends. 


ue 


Weasel stuck her head into the burrow. Just when the wildcat thought she had them The three cats walked towards the weasels. When the cats were only a swipe away, Rollo 
The wildcat tried to swipe at her, but Weasel _ trapped, Rollo came bounding up. “Help, Rollo, Measly desperately tried to wake up Rollo. leapt up, barking loudly. The cats scattered 
disappeared. The cat went outside, and after _ help,” Weasel shouted up to him, “there’s a off into the night. 

a brawl, Weasel landed in the burrow. wildcat in here and it’s going to eat us.” 


Next week: Whistler’s mission. 


6CHi! I'm Giraffe, the tallest animal that lives on land. 
Can you guess how tall? Well, the tips of my horns, 
which are on the top of my head, are 5.5m off the 
ground. That means | can get at leaves and shoots 
high up in the trees which other browsing animals 
can't reach. So, even in the dry season in the African 
grasslands and open woodlands where we Giraffes 
live, | can usually find enough food to survive.99 


We Giraffes have skin-covered horns on 
the top of our slender heads and ears 
that stand out. Our long neck only has 
seven vertebrae, just like other mammals’ 
necks, but each of our vertebrae is very 
long. Our body slopes down from the 
shoulders and ends in a long tail with 

a tuft which we use as a fly whisk. We 
have huge feet with two hoofed toes at 
the end of our long legs. Our brownish 
Coats are patterned, but each Giraffe 
has its own particular patterns in the 
same way that humans have unique 
fingerprints. This helps naturalists to tell 
one Giraffe from another when they are 
studying them. 


EATING AND DRINKING 
My big, flexible lips and 
my black tongue, which 
is 45cm long, are my 
tools for gathering 
food. With them 

I can pull off leaves, 
shoots and even 
thorns from trees 
and shrubs. | coat 
the thorns with 
thick saliva before 
swallowing them. 
| usually feed 
early in the 
day, then rest 
and chew the @@ 
cud during ‘ 
the midday 
heat, and 
go in search 
of more 
food later 

in the 
afternoon. 


Normally | get my daily supply of water from my 


food, so | only have to drink about once a week. We cannot defend ourselves easily in this position. 
However, drinking can be a dangerous activity for When we bend our neck down to drink, strong 
Giraffes. Even though we have very long necks, valves (kinds of flaps) in our veins and arteries 


our heads cannot reach the ground unless we prevent the blood from rushing into our heads and 
spread out our front legs and bend them slightly. causing us to faint. 


All About... 


Family 
life 


66We Giraffes 

live in herds 

but adults come 
and go, often 
leaving one herd 
to join another 
one. Senior 

males wander 

in and out of the 
females’ feeding 
areas, especially 
when they are 
ready to breed. 
We have excellent 
eyesight and can 
keep in touch 

by sight. 99 
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HOOF POWER 

Giraffes can sprint across 
open ground at speeds of 
up to 60kmh. When they 
gallop, both hind feet swing 
out together and land in 
front of their front feet. 


Young males often 

have mock fights to 
prove their strength. 
They wrestle with their 
long necks and butt 
each other with their 
heads. The winner often 
climbs on the back of 
the loser, but they do 
not seem to hurt each 
other. Adult males rarely 
fight but sometimes have 
to defend themselves 
from predators such as 
lions. They do this by 
kicking their attacker 
with their huge hoofs. 


A female Giraffe is 
pregnant for fifteen months. 
She gives birth in a special 
calving place while standing 
up, which means that the 
100kg baby has a big drop 
to the ground. It stays there 
for a while as the mother 
licks it clean and then 


Fe at eae 
of weeks it S 

will be strong enough to PRAILY 
join other young calves but 
it is still small enough to be 
snatched by a lion, leopard 
or hyena. The mother feeds 
it until it is about a year old. 


The only other member 
of the Giraffe family is 
the Okapi which lives 
in the rainforests of 
Zaire in central Africa. 
It has a short neck and 
a dark, shiny coat with 
pale stripes along its 
backside and legs. 
Only the males have 
horns. Like us Giraffes, 
it feeds on leaves and 
shoots but it does not 
have our excellent 
eyesight. The Okapi is 
very secretive. It was 
only discovered by 
humans in 1901. 


Minsmoopse 


Mrs Goose is a good mother to her goslings, 
though she can be rather strict at times. 
She doesn’t take too kindly to Cleo and 

Fido making fun of her little ones on their 
morning march. Mrs Goose also has a very 
important role in the farmyard - she’s chief 
spokesbird. She certainly doesn’t mince her 
words when it’s time to summon the 
weasels to their fate. 


Drawing Wes Goose 
2 


{| FOR THE HEAD 
DRAW IN THE EYE 


JOIN THE HEAD ADD A 
DRAW A LARGE AND BODY TRIANGLE FOR 
EGG SHAPE FOR ee WITH TWO THE BEAK 
THEBODY CURVED LINES 
ADD A SHORT LINE 
DRAW TWO BETWEEN THE WING seis 
ND NECK 2 0 
fell \ / ‘ a CURVES UNDER 
A SMALLER al a ) UNETE 
LINE ACROSS); s ING 
THE BOTTOM | of CURVE FOR ; LEG FEATHERS 
OF EACH ONE | / THE WING 
3 (On, 
— 
DRAW A SMALL 
TRIANGLE ON 
THE BACK OF 
THE HEAD 
DRAW A WIDE 
"Y-SHAPE’ AT 


we. /\ THE FRONT OF 
ae s |< THE CHEST 
) 


we 
4 ff ADD AN EXTRA LINE 
Tee ee TO THE FRONT FOOT 
ADD ANOTHER >> i 
SET OF LINES 


TO THE LEGS 
AND FEET 


ADD A DOT ON 


DRAW IN THE EYELID THE BEAR 


ADD A MOUTH 
DRAW SEVERAL LINES 
ON THE HEAD, BODY 
AND LEGS FOR 
FEATHERS 


DRAW A CURVED 
LINE ACROSS 
THE WING 


ADD CLAWS TO 
THE TOES 
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AFRICAN SAVANNAH 


66 about one third of the surface of Africa is made up 
Y of vast stretches of grassland dotted with acacia and 
~ baobab trees. It is called savannah. Here animal society 
_ is divided into two groups: the hunters and the hunted. 

i, Huge lions come at the top of the food chain, but smaller 

= creatures play their part, too. Termites dig to put air in the 
soil, and this in turn helps the soil to soak up water in the rainy season. 
Dung beetles act as miniature waste disposal units and vultures 


make efficient undertakers.99 


Owl’s challenge: African migrant butterflies often travel in huge 
swarms. How many can you find fluttering over the grassland? 
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- Secret World of | 


You should be able to find 
seven African migrant 
butterflies on the grassland. 


sont Gy 


Ifa Ratel (Honey badger) hears the chattering 
call of a Black-throated honeyguide, 
it follows its swooping flight until 

the two of them arrive at a bees’ nest. 
The Ratel opens 
the nest and 
then shares the 
honeycomb and 
grubs with the bird. 


The Black rhino’s population has dropped from about 
25,000 in the 1970s to around 3000 in the 1990s. This 
is because of poachers, who kill the rhinos for their 
horn, which is used for medicines in the Far East and 
for dagger handles in the Middle East. 


Every year, African migrant 
butterflies travel in huge groups 
down to the warmer climate of 
South Africa. One entomologist 
(insect expert) saw a steady stream 
of them fly past his home, with 

no break, for three months! 


A snake will occasionally try to take a 
Banded mongoose, but this sociable 
creature has excellent back-up from 

the rest of its pack. They will attack the 
snake, which often ends up being killed. 
Mongooses live in packs of between 

12 and 50 on the African savannah. 


The Multimammate rat has 24 teats — that’s 
more than any other mammal. It’s a bold 
creature and will move around in broad 
daylight quite happily, so it’s often caught by 
predators. However, it’s one of the commonest 
rodents in Africa, so it’s not likely to die out. 


The African egg-eating snake has little knobs on 
the vertebrae (bones) at the top of its spine which stick 
into its throat. When it swallows an egg, it presses 
nage . it against these knobs to crack it. 
eo The egg white and yolk flow 

into the snake’s stomach, 
but the shell remains in the 
throat and is coughed up. 


Close your eyes and imagine yourself deep 
in the African jungle - what sounds can you 


hear? The roar of an elephant? The hiss of 
a snake? The sound of distant drums? 
Sound is a very important way for animals and people to 
communicate with each other, and by combining sounds and 
organizing them into patterns we can make music, too. 


GOOD VIBRATIONS 


When you throw a pebble into a pond it creates 
waves in the water. In a similar way, sounds cause 
waves in the air. Sounds are produced by movements 
in the air called vibrations. If you place your fingers 
on your throat and talk you will feel the vibrations. 


~ a _— 


Y G 
As well as for playing music, drums were used by African 
tribes for sending messages to neighbouring villages. 


You will need: 
(\ p 


metal bin or large tin, piece of thick polythene or 
lastic, string, card, felt tips, glue, two wooden spoons. 


@ Measure a length of card 1cm taller 
than your drum. Leave a 10cm overlap for 
fixing it round your drum. 


3 Use felt tips, pieces of material or 
coloured pieces of card to cdlecorate 
the card. fi 


1 Stretch a piece of thick polythene 
or plastic over the open top of a bin 
or large tin. Pulling the plastic 
tightly over the bin, ask a 
friend to tie a piece of 
string round it to 
hold it in place. 


4 Wrap the card round your 
drum and glue in place. 


iif 
You’re now ready to beat your drum. Make , 
sure the wooden spoons have rounded ends. y 
Remember - don’t hit your drum too 
hard or you will damage the skin. 
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You will need: 
balloon, old newspapers, 
cooking oil, wallpaper 
paste, card, scissors, 
paint brush, paints, 

dried peas, sticky tape. 


MARVELLOUS MARACAS 


Originally, maracas were made aj 
from hollowed out gourds, but 
you can make some out of 
papier maché. 


a Cut a newspaper into 
small strips and mix up 
some wallpaper paste. 


2 Smear the balloon lightly 
J with cooking oil, then cover 

A, ff with five or six layers of newspaper 
BE and paste. At the base of the 
[er balloon, place a roll of card with an 
open end. Wrap plenty of newspaper 
and paste round this card handle. 


TEST YOUR Wy 
SOUND MEMORY |») 
YN) 


You will need: friend, blindfold, 
pencil and paper, range of small objects 
such as coins of different values, rubber, 
paper-clip, wooden pencil. 


1 Blindfold your friend and sit him at a table. 


3 Leave in a warm, dry place 
to dry for at least 24 hours. 
Burst the balloon and remove 


it, then paint your maraca in 


2 Drop one of the objects on to the table in front of 
him and ask him to guess what it is. Write down on a 


bright colours piece of paper whether his answer was correct or not. 


3 Once you have dropped all the objects on 
to the table, swap places. 
Whose sound 
memory is better? 
Try the game again 
- do you get better 
with practice? 


a When the paint has dried, 
drop a large handful of 
dried peas into the 
maraca and 

seal the end with 
a couple of strips 
of sticky tape. 


Try using rice or 
coarse sand in 
your maraca 
instead and 
listen to the 
different sounds 
they make. 


BOOGIE-WOOGIE BASS } 
You will need: 

broom handle 1-1.5m long, thick string, drawing pin, large 

cardboard box, scissors, strong stick or nail. A 


GA 


2 Find a large cardboard 
box and tape the lid down 
securely. Cut a circle, 

measuring 25cm across, 


a Take a long piece of THICK string and knot the end 
a couple of times. Attach the knot to the end of a broom 
handle with a drawing pin. 


3 Make a small hole near the edge 
of the box and push the broom 
handle through. it until the base 
rests on the bottom of the box. 


were 


Ask an adult to help 
you push a stick or long 
nail across the corner 
of the box. Tie the 
length of string around 
the nail. 


You're now ready to play your double 
bass. If you make the string very taut you 
will produce high-pitched sounds, if you 
slacken the string, the sounds will have a 
lower pitch. So now the only thing left to 
do is get plucking! 
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Puzzle if ouf 22 


D D The shadow gradually became smaller and shadow was thrown against the wall.” 
smaller and finally Mr Fieldmouse entered the “And you had just had a bad dream so your 
room. “What's all the noise?” he said. imagination was working overtime!” laughed his 


, ' . : “| saw a huge black monster,” cried the sister. 
Th th 7 t 
ce Leis hea dears ven Se sisi es paced ee eat a pack youngest Fieldmouse. “On the wall — there!” “Now go back to sleep,” said Mr Fieldmouse. 
ee a eee eee His fath ed, then said “That was m “Sweet dreams.” And as h Iked d th 
dream all about monsters!” he whispered to his —_Alll the other children woke up and started BSHa Ne! Pater n wou Y Ma cams.” ANG as he walked down the 
sister next to him asking each other, “What’s going on? Who shadow. There is a light in the passage and as! _ passage, his shadow loomed large on the wall. 
: Sos Oo walked down the passage to your room, my But all the Fieldmice had their eyes tightly shut. 


“Don’t worry,” she said, cuddling him. “There screamed just now?” 
are no such things.” 
At that moment, a huge shadow fell on the 


wall of the bedroom. “he 
‘ JX ~~ ODD BAT OU 


>Which of these bats 


is the odd one out? 
» 


\) 


Match the shadows to 
the Fieldmice. 


ae A MONSTROUS MONSTER 
‘ Join the dots to see the monster. 


NO WAY 
Can you fill in the grid 
with words beginning 
with NO, by using the 
clues? 
Clues 
A word that makes sentences 
negative. 
Midday. 
A compass point. 
A boy’s name. 
No one. 
A loop to catch animals. 
A musical sign. 
What you do with your 
head when you mean “Yes”. 


bd b5 » 


PILE OF SLIPPERS 
How many pairs of 
slippers can you see? 


A 
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You'll need } » 


some thin white. 0 
card or paper, tracing 
( paper (optional), pencil, 
scissors, glue and felt tips. 


@ Trace the template on to paper or card. 
Cut it out. Score along the dotted linegz 


eo ents oore 


@ Colour in Frankenstein's face. Try giving him 
green skin with a red scar and purple or black hair. 


MONSTROUS JOKES 
Can you match up the beginnings 
and ends of these jokes. 


3 Make the eye holes. Bend them down 
the middle and cut out. 


@ Bend the small triangles back along lines 
1 and 2. Put glue on the sides facing the front. 
Then press them against the sides of the mask. 


§$ Cut two long strips, 2cm wide, from the card. 
Attach either side of the mask, where the green 
lines are. Then put on the mask and join the 
strips together with a paper-clip where it fits 
firmly on your head. Take off the mask and glue 
the strips where the paper-clip is. 


Now go frighten your 
dad, the hamster, the 
Neighbours — or anyone 
else you happen to meet! 
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1 What does a vampire with 
only one fang do? 


A Snow place 
like home. 


2 How can you tell 
when a mummy is 


angry? ¢ ,BAcrummy mummy! 


3 What's the 
e sign outside 
~ the Abominable 


oD f Snowman’s 
fh house? 
we ? 

C3 ol 


C Grin and bare it. 


4 What do youcalla %-~ 
Pharaoh who eats 
biscuits in his 
tomb? 


D It flips 
its lid! Ds 
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